SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
technology, Marxism and scientific ethics have been
well and truly conditioned in Europe already, and the
break with the past will be in no sense so drastic as it
was in Russia. The hardness, the gritty determinism of
the Soviet historical perspective is conditioned by the
history of Russia, by 1905 and by 1917-22, and it is
for these reasons that the underlying continuity of the
Soviet idea with that of Periclean Athens is obscured
in the eyes of most people in the West. This continuity
is only beginning to be felt, even in Russia (the modern
desire for classical forms of architecture partly ex-
presses it, as a young Russian painter with whom I
travelled on a boat across the Black Sea explained to
me), but the philosophical implications of man's doings
are often independent of his feelings.
In this chapter I am not seeking to blur the dis-
tinction between post- and pre-Marxian scientific
thought, for the sense in which the Marxist view of
history definitely interposes a barrier in thinking, a
barrier upon one side of which now stand the forces of
passive immobility (Aldous Huxley and his "con-
structive Pacifism"), and upon the other those of
powerful movement, is very real. I mean only that
Plato would probably have understood and approved
the New Soviet Constitution, in many ways not
dissimilar to that of Cleisthenes, with its functional
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